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DIRECTIONS, Ge. 


HE new Militia Act being now paſſed 

into a law, it is apprehended that the 
material alterations therein made, and the rea- 
ſons which occaſioned the ſame, may be very 
uſeful to the publick ; and in order to render 
this more intelligible, references are made to the 
clauſes where the ſeveral parts treated of are to 
be found; and as it is always proper to have 
recourſe to the law itſelf, it is recommended 
to all perſons concerned in the execution 
thereof, to purchaſe the ſmall edition of that 
ſtatute now publiſhed by Mr. Baſket ; but as 
many parts of this act being no more than re- 
citals of the former laws, no notice will be 
taken of them in this treatiſe, which are al- 


ready ſufficiently known ; and this being only 


intended to ſet forth the difference between 


the old law and the new. Tho' a much longer 
pamphlet might have been drawn up on the 
ſubject, yet it is conlider'd, that a conciſe re- 
cital of the particulars, regard being had to 
bring it within a reaſonable price, may occaſion 
it to be more univerſally read; without, there- 
fore, dwelling longer on the preface, I ſhall 

roceed to the work, and begin with the 
Hide which ſets forth, That it is an act to 
explain, amend, and reduce into one, the 


ſeveral 


K . 
ſeveral laws relating to the Militia; the pre- 
amble recites, That a well- regulated Militia 
has been found of great _— and that the 
preſent laws are, in ſome reſpects, defective, 
for training and regulating the ſame. 

Clauſe 2. Gives the King a power to au- 
thoriſe three deputy-lieutenants, when the 
lord-lieutenant is out of the kingdom, to fill 
up vacant commiſſions of officers. 

Clauſe 5. Recites the ſeveral qualifications 
of officers, being the ſame as in the former 

laws, except that of enſign, which is lower'd 
from 50 J. to 20 l. a year; and the moiety of 
lieutenants and enſigns eſtates are not required 
to lie in the county where they ſerve. 

Clauſe 8. Reſvedts the ſmaller counties of 
Cumberland, Huntington, Monmouth, Weſt- 
moreland, and Wales, which are not altered, 
except as before, the enſign to 20 J. and the 

| ſubalterns moiety of eſtate not reſtrained to 

the county, 

Clauſe 10, Regards the Iſle of Ely, where 
no alteration is made, except relative to the 
ſubalterns, F 
| Clauſe 11. Is for the regulation of cities 
| and towns being counties within themſelves, 
| with the ſame alterations as to ſubalterns, 
| | Clauſe 12, Gives a power to the lord 
| | lieutenant to promote officers on account of 

merit but in order more particularly to de- 

BM ſcribe wherein that merit ſhould conſiſt, and 

which was the occaſion of putting a clauſe of 

| this ſort in the former laws, 7 is directed to be 

done only at ſuch times as the regiment or bat- 

| tallion is embodied, and on account of militar 
ON | merit 


(:# 3 
merit ſhewn in time of actual invaſion, or actual 
rebellion, This is a very proper and juſt re- 
ward for perſons who have exerted themſelves 
on ſuch occaſions, tho' they might not have a 
landed qualification for ſuch ranks, and there- 
fore muſt anſwer all the good purpoſes thereby 
intended. | | 

Clauſe 15. Injoins deputy-lieutenants and 
officers to leave their qualifications with the 
clerk of the peace, and to take the oaths to 
the government, and likewils to ſubſcribe the 
declaration appointed by act of 1 Geo, I. for 
all officers civil and military; in which there 
are two declarations mention'd.— As it might 
create ſome doubt, this clauſe expreſſes which 
is to be taken. 

Clauſe 19, In ſuch counties where the 
Militia is not raiſed, the lord heutenant is 
twice every year, vis. one month before the 
Chriſtmas and Midſummer quarter ſeſſions, to 
advertiſe in the Gazette and the news-papers 
of the county, ſignifying the want of officers, 
and all perſons willing, are to return their 
names to him, or in his abſence, to the quarter- 
ſeſſions for the county in which they propoſe 
to ſerve, 

Clauſes at, 22, V3 24, and w Relate 
to the ſum of 5 /. to be paid for and in lieu of 
every private Militia- man which ſhould have 
been furniſhed by any county who have not 
raiſed their Militia ; as likewiſe the manner of 
raiſing the rates for that purpoſe, which is 
directed to be done according to the act for 
county rates by cap. 12 of Geo, II. 

Clauſe 26, Is the application of the above 

money, 
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| Induce every county, not yet raiſe 


ts) 
money, which having been paid into the trea- 
fury, and kept * and apart from other 
Monies, is to be iſſued by them to the treaſurer 
of ſuch counties as have raiſed or ſhall raiſe their 
Militia, in proportion to the number of militia« 
men, and which is to be made part of their 


county-ſtock,—This regulation is pop to 
3 


to call 
forth the Militia, ſince it is not limitted to any 
period, but to be levied every year durin 

the continuance of this at; and is imagine 

will be a much greater additional charge upon 
each county, than they would be at if thei 
Militia was in force z more particularly as no 
family allowance is to be given to any volun- 
teer or ſubſtitute ; and that no poor man with 
three children is to ſerve in the Militia ; more 


ſo, fince the family allowance regards the time 


of being embodied, which, it is to be hoped, 
may not in future be of ſo long continuance. 
Clauſe 27. That where the Militia is raiſed 


| by vertue of this act, that county is to be diſ- 
cha 


rged from the above rates. 

Clauſe 30. Is for the diſcharge of ſuch a 
number of officers, at the end of four years, as 
ſhall be equal to the number of thoſe willing 
to ſerve, but with this difference from the 
former laws, that it ſhall not take place when 
the Militia of ſuch county is embodied. There 
is a proviſo, that the number of vacancies ſhall 
not exceed one third of officers of four years 
ſervice in each rank, not to prevent any officer 
of four years ſervice from offering himſelf for 
a higher rank, if ſo qualified. 

Clauſe 33. Appointment of adjutant from 


any 


(#4 


any regiment of Militia that has been em- 


bodied, 
Clauſe 34. Militia officer not obliged to 
ſerve as ſheriff during his being an officer, 
Clauſe 3 5. Perſons having quitted their 
Arve as Militia officers, to be re- 


half - pay to 
ſtored again to the ſame when unembodied, 


or on quitting the ſaid regiment, 
Clauſe 36. Appointment of ſerjeants either 
from one years ſervice in his Majeſty's other 
forces, inſtead of three (as before directed) 
or from any embodied corps of Militia ; the 
ſaid ſerjeants, as well as thoſe, to be at an 
time appointed to take the oath to ſerve until 
they ſhall be 2 this clauſe 
the colonel, or where no colonel, the com- 
manding officer is to appoint the ſerjeant-major 
or drum-major, which was before in the lord- 
lieutenant, The obſervations which occurs 
in this clauſe are, That the ſerjeants are to be 
ſworn to their ſervice—heretofore there was 
no reſtriction upon them; and tho' they might 
be conſider d as retained without the oath, 
yet it makes their ſervice more obligatory ; and 
as it regards all ſerjeants, as well thoſe appoint- 


ed from the Militia-men, as others, they lay 


themſelves under that condition when appoint- 
ed ; but this not being enacted by the former 
laws, it is a matter of juſtice and equity, that 
thoſe already made ſhould be informed thereof, 
as they cannot, nor could they indeed before 


be diſcharged at the end of three years, their 
romotion to the halbert vacating their place 

n the Militia, which is directed to be filled 
up as other vacancies; and there ſeems great 
reaſon 


1 
reaſon that they ſhould be under a proper in- 
liſting, ſince their office is conſider'd of great 
truſt, The appointment of ſerjeant-major 
and drum-major is properly veſted in the 
commander of the +>, rr as the lord- 


lieutenant may be conſider'd as a general who 
does not concern himſelf in the Minutiæ of 
particular corps under his command, —_ 
Clauſe 38, The appointment of drummers 
and fifers is no. ways alter'd, than that upon 
their receiving pay as ſuch, they ſhall be deem- 
ed to be engaged, and be compellable to ſerve 
until legally diſcharged. . As theſe poſts are to 
be filled up by boys, it is not judged expe- 
dient for them to take an oath, but that the 
pay ſhould bind their contract. And here let 
me obſerve a direction, which has not been 
perhaps carefully attended to; That they are 
to de appointed to the company, and conſe- 
quently cannot be taken out of the men of the 
company, becauſe no part of the act juſtifies 
the making Militia-men, drummers, or 99125 


j 


fince no man can be diſcharged but for ju 
cauſe, and no cauſe can be aſſigned for the 
fame, but what would incapacitate him from 
being a drummer or fifer,—I dwell the more 
upon this py ev becauſe the eſtabliſhment 
implies boys, however agreeable the 6 d. a day 
might be in time of peace for a fine-cure to a 
man. 8. © IP: 
Clauſe 39. Regards a circumſtance for 
which no proviſion was made in, the former 
Acts, nor indeed was it thought of, not ima- 
ining that the Militia could have been fo long 
kept embodied, that it could have l 
BY: to 
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to ſerjeants to be reduced into the ranks, which 
is the purport of this clauſe ; for tho' the 
neceſlity has required the thing to be put in 
practice, yet as the appointment of ſerjeants 
was by law an actual diſcharge of the 
perſon fo appointed from ſerving in the Militia 
as a private Militia-man, under what denomi- 
nation therefore could he be again placed in 
the ranks? If it is alledged to be done as b 

the ſentence of a court-martial, it is * 
that none but deputy · lieutenants and juſtices 
of peace can fill up vacancies in the Militia: 
And to ſhew the neceſſity of an explanation, 
it is here declared, that if a ſerjeant taken out 
of his Majeſty's other forces, and reduced for 
miſbehaviour into the ranks, ſhall not in one 
month's time be reſtored, he ſhall be return'd 
to the company from whence he was taken, 
and ſhall there ſerve as a private man. And 
if a ſerjeant made from the Militia, is re- 
duced, he is to compleat his three years ſervice 
as a private Militia-man. 

Clauſe 40. If any ſerjeant, drummer, or 
fife, inliſts in his Majeſty's other forces, it is 
null and void ; the reaſons for this prohibition 
are ſo obvious as to need no remark. 

Clauſe 42. Directs the method to be ob- 
ſerved in putting this act into execution where 
the Militia has not been raiſed, by appointing 
the ſeveral meetings neceſſary for that purpoſe; 


the firſt of which is to be a general one on 
the 2d Tueſday in May, and that yearly; and 
if there ſhould happen to be no meeting on 


that day, the lord-lieutenant, or his three 


deputies, is to appoint another, giving 14 days 
B notice 
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notice in the news- papers. At the firſt genera 
meeting the ſubdiviſions are to be fix'd, and 
the firſt meeting of theſe ſubdiviſions appointed, 
as likewiſe the time and place for the ſecond 

neral meeting. At the ſame time orders are 
to be iſſued to the conſtables to return to the 
_ firſt ſubdiviſion meeting, liſts of men dwelling 
within their ſaid pariſhes between the age of 
18 and 45; notice thereof to be fix d on the 
church door, ſpecifying at the bottom the 
day and place of ſuch ſubdiviſion meeting, 
for perſons to appeal, and that no appeal will 
be afterwards received. The conſtables and 
other officers are to attend the ſaid meetings. 
After the liſts have been amended at the 
firſt ſubdiviſion-meeting, a day is to be 
appointed for a ſecond, and the liſts are 
to be returned to the ſecond general meeting. 
Which is to order copies to be made and 
tranſmitted to the ſecond ſubdiviſion meeting. 
This ſecond general meeting is likewiſe to 
1 the number of men to be furniſh'd 
each hundred, Cc. agreeable to the whole 
allotted for the county. And the ſubdiviſions 
are to appoint what quota is to be for each 
pariſh, conformable to the rule given from the 
_ meeting. If a proper number of officers 
e then appointed, another ſubdiviſion is to be 
held in three weeks, and orders iſſued to the 
_ reſpective conſtables and pariſh officers of the 
numbers to ſerve, and of the time and place 
of the ſaid ſubdiviſion meeting, when the 
men are to be ballotted for, Notice is like- 
wiſe to be given them to attend and be ſworn, 


as in the former act, and under the like penalty 
of 101, By 


En) 

By the above clauſe, the method is laid 
down for the regular proceedings by general 
and ſubdiviſion meetings: And it is to be ob- 
ſerved, that in all caſes there muſt be ſuch a 
progreſs made as to adjuſt the numbers for each 

ariſh, whether there are officers or not; 
in order to ſettle an equal aportionment of the 
total numbers, which was Ces much want- 
ed; as the chief buſineſs is to regulate 
the ſame as nearly as may be, I would ſuggeſt 
the method which has been found very uſe- 
ful where I have the honour to ſerve, and is as 
follows, vig. To aſcertain the quota, the num- 
bers returned in all the liſts being divided by 
the parliamentary number allotted for that 
county, will ſhew the proportion to furniſh 
one man; and accordingly progreſſive tables 
may be eaſily made out, by which every per- 
ſon can at one view aſcertain what is to be 
furniſhed from one place. To illuſtrate the 
ſame moſt clearly, ſuppoſe the number af the 
liſts amounted to 25,920, and that the county 
is to furniſh 960, this produces 1 in 273 after 
which the following table of proportion is 


made, 
I in 27 3 in 8r 
3 5 185 
4 18 „ 
6 162 g 243 
X And fo on to any number: By this meang 


ſeeing the number in any liſts, and com- 
paring it with the table, gentlemen may im- 
mediately tell how many to be drawn; and 


B 2 the 
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the drawing of the liſts is recommended to be 
done in the following manner, viz. by putting 
20088 of paper into a hat, marked with alpha- 
etical numbers and folded up, ſuppoſe, as 
above, from 1 to 27, then ſome indifferent 
8 to draw out one, and the num- 
er correſponding upon the liſts, deter- 
mines the perſon; For example, If number 
14 be drawn, then it is the 14th man; and 
when one is ballotted. in that manner, the 
number is __ returned, and being drawn 
again, inſtead of allotting the drawn number 
to any of thoſe perſons names who have before 
ſtood the chance, it will have regard to the 
ſecond diviſion of numbers on the liſts, vis. 
for 28 to 54; ſo every time of drawing to 
each diviſion of numbers, where each perſon 
will ſtand but one chance; and tho' it may 
ſeem to be the ſame if the whole num- 
bers are drawn at once, yet it has this 
great difference, that by this method you 
can only take one out of one houſe, unleſs 
one happens to be the laſt, and another in the 
firſt of the numbers, which is a great hazard, 
and even then can be but two ; whereas by the 
other manner, three or more may be drawn out 
of the ſame family; and this ſame rule is to be 
obſerved when two or three perſons are to 
be drawn, by dividing the liſts into, ſo many 
parts; this uſe will alſo attend it, that it 
requires only a proportionable number of lots 
to.be made out equal to the parts the liſts are 
to be divided into, and by beginning with the 
loweſt numbers firſt, there will be only fo 
many more to be added to make up the 
number 
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number wanted. This method I at firſt re- 
commended in a ſmall pamphlet three years 
ago, but as it may not be remembered, I 
choſe to inſert it here, having been much 
approved of, and conſtantly practiſed wherever 
I have attended; but as this new act has point- 
ed out a very eaſy manner of furniſhing vo- 
lunteers, I hope the ballot will not be reſorted 
to, however neceſlary it is to ſet forth a proper 
method. 

Clauſe 43. Specifies the perſons exempted, 
which are the ſame as before, with theſe 
added, vis. a Militia officer wha has ſerved 
four years, and a poor man with three 
children, 

Clauſe 45. Preſcribes the method for 
pr officers to produce volunteers inſtead of 

allotting; the churchwarden or overſeers 
may (by conſent of the pariſhioners taken at 
a veſtry, or ſome other meeting held for that 
purpoſe) provide and produce to the ſubdiviſion 
meetings, volunteers, who, if approved of, 
are then to be ſworn and inrolled ; and if the 
pariſh officers give any money to ſuch volun- 
teers, to ſerve for ſuch pariſh, they are to be 
reimburſed by a rate to be made for that pur- 
poſe, and the overplus to go into the poor's 
rate : But no perſon who has ſerved for himſelf, 
or by ſubſtitute, or is then ſerving in the Mili- 
tia, is to pay to the ſame, — The above me- 
thod is to take off that moſt diſagreeable part, 
the ballot : And ſurely, conſidering the ſmall 
ſum required with a volunteer, it will be always 
better for pariſhes to furniſh their quota in 
that way; no perſon will then be under un- 


eaſineſs 
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eaſineſs or anxiety at the chance of being 
drawn, and ſervants and labourers will return 
to their places of abode ; ſo that every thing 
will go on quietly and eaſily, and the Militia 
ſervice {till kept full. To expatiate upon the 
preference of this would be unneceſſary, 
as it muſt appear ſo obvious to every body 
and the arguments which have been brought 
in ſupport of it, has produced a very ingenious 
pamphlet this winter. 

Clauſe 47. In order to induce pariſhes, 
the more readily to provide volunteers inſtead 
of ballotting, a power is given, for an allow- 
ance of one half of the ſum, proportionate, as 
near as may be to the current price paid for 
a volunteer, not exceeding 5 J. but only to 
take place when the ſaid regiment is embodied, 
as it is ſuppoſed at other times, they may be 

rocured for little or nothing | 

Clauſe 49. Directs that no ſuch ſum ſhall 
be paid, if the perſon ſhall be diſapproved. 

Clauſe 49. Regards the above circumſtance, 
by ſpecifying that no payment is to be made, 
without by order of the three perſons, before 
whom each perſon was inroll'd, | 

Clauſe 50. Very properly orders the 
wages due to ſevants when they enter into the 
Militia to be paid, upon application to a juſtice, 
in ſuch a manner as ſet forth in the 2oth fof 
the late King. 5 

Clauſe 51. Is a prevention of inſurers, 
who have made an unjuſt profit, upon the 
fears of individuals, by indemnifying them at 
a much higher rate than they ſhould pay, If 
indeed they had receiv'd ſubſcriptions and had 
accounted for the overplus, there would have 


3 

been no occaſion for the clauſe; but the 
making of ſuch an advantage to themſelves, 
as well as ingroſſing every perſon they could 
procure, to furniſh men as cheap as they could, 
is a method of gaming, that required to be 
3 as it prevented others from procuring 
ſubſtitutes, and greatly detrimented the re- 
cruiting ſervice of his Majeſty's other forces; 
it is therefore prohibited under a penalty of 
100/, for every ſuch contract, or agreement; not 
that it hinders parochial affociations to farniſh 
a man; but it is hoped that the clauſe of 
volunteers, will make this unneceſſary. 

Clauſe 54. If a perſon ſhall have received 


any ſum for ſerving in the Militia, and ſhall 


afterwards inliſt in his Majeſty's other forces, 
that inliſting is to be void, unleſs the ſum is 
repaid, —the reaſonableneſs of ſuch a proviſion 
is very evident, ſince neither pariſhes nor prin- 
cipals ſhould be defrauded of their money, 
by the perſons receiving the ſame, and enter- 
ing into any other corps ; and if the man does 
not at the time of his inliſting, inform the 


officer with whom he' engages, that he is a 


Militia-man, he is to be committed to the 
houſe of correction, not exceeding three 
months, 

Clauſe 55. Is to reſtrain any Militia 


ſerjeant, drummer or fife, from beating-up 


for volunteers, to ſerve in the Militia, or any 
perſon giving them orders ſo to do, under a 
penalty of 20 /—as the ſeveral methods pro- 
ſcribed by this act for filling up vacancies, are 
ſufficient to anſwer the purpoſes, no other 
practice ought to be permitted, but ſuch as 
are directed by law. | Qauſe 
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Clauſe 56. Gives a liberty for a Militia 
\ regiment to engage ſuch perſons, when they 
. are out of: the county, as are natives of that 
county, to which ſuch Militia belongs.— 
Although this clauſe ſeems to imply a liberty of 
_ recruiting out of the county, yet upon examina- 
tion it will be found to be no more than the 
mere engagement of a perſon to ſerve, ſince in 
order to make him a Militia-man, the ſeveral 
modes of ſwearing and enrolling, as the law 
directs, muſt be put in execution, which is by 
the deputy-lieutenants, acting within. the 
county, for which they are commiſſioned; 
therefore the ſwearing- in of a perſon by other 
deputy-licutenants or gentlemen acting out of 
their own counties, will make ſuch proceedings 
null and void. It is to be obſerved further, that 
no Militia can be out of the county, unleſs be- 
ing embodied; but if they ſhould, when in 
actual ſervice, be quartered in their own county, 
they can engage any perſon, whether native 
or not, in the ſame manner as before. 

Clauſe 57, As the 42d clauſe direfts a 
method of proceeding for the counties where 
the Militia was not rais'd, this points out what 
is to be done in ſuch places where it is, and 
enacts that an annual meeting ſhall be held on 
the laſt Tueſday in May, or the laſt Tueſday: 
in October, and then appoint the times and 
places for holding four or more ſubdiviſion- 
meetings, and to cauſe new liſts to be return- 
ed to the firſt of them, which are to be made 
out in the ſame manner as directed in the 
above-mentioned clauſe —The ſpecification 
of ,ſubdiviſion-meetings is higly 4 
| at 
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that the gentlemen might know when and 
where they are ſeverally to be held, in order 
that they might give their attendance, and for 
want of which knowledge, great irregularities 
have proceeded. ; | 

Clauſe 58. As the general tenor of making 
the bill, is to create as little trouble as may 
be in making out liſts, this clauſe is drawn 
merely to give a power to order new liſts, in 
caſe any ſhould be loſt or deſtroyed, therefore' 
no freſh liſts are to be made on any other 
account. 

Clauſe 59. Limits diſcharges to be grant- 
ed at ſome of the ſubdiviſion- meetings, 
appointed by the general-meeting.—As the 
conſequence of diſcharging Militia-men, is laying 
an additional expence upon the pariſh for 
which they ſerve, it is higbly equitable that three 
ſhould be fixed times and places for doing that 
buſineſs, that the ſeveral cauſes may be ex- 
amined into, and thereby none diſplaced, but 
ſuch as are entitled thereto, 1 

Clauſe 60. Impowers deputy-lieutenants, 
upon giving ſeven days notice to appoint a 
ſubdiyiſion-meeting for fiilling up vacancies, 
occaſioned by death or otherwiſe, this liberty 
is 1 ſolely for the purpoſe of providing new 
Militia-men, in the room of thoſe who have 
died, been promoted, or changed their 
place of abode ;z but it is entirely confin'd to 
that purpoſe, and no other buſineſs can be 
done at ſuch meetings, nor can any other 
meetings be held but thoſe appointed at the 
general meeting. 08:8 

Clauſe 63 does not alter the number of 

: C gentlemen 


not to 
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gentlemen requiſite, to the ſwearing and in- 
rolling a Militia-man ; but only ſpecifies that 
if any ſubſtitue produces to one deputy-lieu- 
tenant, in the ſubdiviſion he uſually acts, 
the approbation -of two other ago: ee 
ants, he may be ſworn and inrolled, the 
clerk attending with the roll for that purpoſe 
this is — the eaſe of ſwearing · in ſub- 
ſtitutes, but does not go further than to perſons 
of that denomination. „ 

Clauſe 035 Sives a power to the com- 
manding officer when the regiment is imbodi- 
ed, to diſcharge a perſon if he ſees occaſion, 
but goes no further than to prevent ſuch men 
to be liable to be taken up for deſerters; being 
ſufficient to cauſe another man to be 
choſen in / his room, unleſs the man is likewiſe 
regularly diſcharged by deputy-lieutenants and 
uſtices. | | 
: Clauſe 64, When the Militia is out of 
their county, the commanding officer is to 


return thoſe men whoſe ſervice is near expir- 


ing, to the place for which they ſerve, ſo as 
to be there in due time, #21 "th 
Clauſe 65, Subdiviſions may be altered 
or changed by a general meeting, after giving 
reaſonable notice, and by the ſubſequent 
clauſe, ſubdiviſion meetings need not be re- 
appointed every year, but are to remain and 


continue, untill otherwiſe directed as above. 


Clauſe 67. Makes ſo far an alteration 
from the former law, relating to the Militia 
men changing their place of abode, as 
not to create any vacancies, unleſs 
they remove to ſome place ct of county, or 

which 
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which belongs to another regiment; it is 
likewiſe declared that the perſon removing, 
is to produce a certificate to the place he re- 
moves to; and by the ſubſequent clauſe is to 
give notice of ſuch removal.— This method is 
to prevent the confuſion which muſt have 
— from the old law, if it had been ſtrictly 
adhered to, for it cauſed vacancies to be made 
in every pariſh where remoyals happen d, and 
by not obliging perſons to take out certificates, 
they might lay conceal'd and not perform 
that duty, which they were allotted to do. 

Clauſe 72. Is to prevent fraudulent ap- 
prenticeſhips, this is intended that no perſon 
| ſhould ſcreen themſelves, under a pretence of 
being an apprentice, for. as. they are properly 


exempted by the bill, any colluſion under that 


head ought to be puniſhed, therefore the per- 
ſon who is found guilty of ſuch an offence, 
is himſelf immediately to ſerve in the Militia, 
and the acceſſary (to whom he was ſo bound) 
is to forfeit 10/,, _ | 

Clauſe 74. Is. for. the privy council to 
apportion the number equally in each county 
by the former a& this could. not be done 
untill every county had made a return, it not 
being foreſeen, but what the act would be 
univerſally put into execution, and therefore 
in ſeveral places the difference was very great, 
the number of men in ſome, being 1 in 17, 
and in others only 1 in 40, to remedy which 
inconvenience, every county is by the 42d 
clauſe, to make ſuch a progreſs in the return 
of the liſts, that it may be clearly aſcertained, 
the proportion each place is to furniſh ; - 


4a. 
1 
A + 
. y 4 
3 


— . ——— 


| io) 

the ' privy council by having all theſe liſts 
before them, can readily make the proper 
diſtributions, ſo that no place can have any 
cauſe to complain, of furniſhing more than 
from the numbers it ought to do. 

CTClauſe 92. Directs that where a ſufficient 
number do not appear at any ſubdiviſion meet- 


ing, the clerk is to give five days notice to all 


the deputy- lieutenants in ſuch ſubdiviſions, 
and appoint another meeting within a fortnight, 
at the ſame place where the former was held. 

Clauſe 94. As perſons who have more 
places of reſidence than one, are deemed to 


reſide only where their names are firſt taken 
down; the clerk is to give a certificate gratis 


of their names, being in ſuch liſt, and the 
times when the liſts were made and returned. 
Clauſe 96. In caſe any corps of Militia 
ſnould have been formed different from the 
regulations preſcrihed, the are to be reduced 
to the proper eſtabliſhment if unembodied, 
in two months after paſſing this act, and if 
embodied, in two months after they are 
returned to their counties, and taken out of 
actual ſervice. | r 
Clauſe 99. Preſcribes the new mode of 
training and exerciſing the unembodied Militia, 
vg. by regiment or battalion, twice in a year 
for fourteen days, or once in a year for twenty- 
eight days, together at ſuch time and place, 
as ſhall be leaſt inconvenient to the public; 


and to be appointed at a general meeting, 


during which times all the proviſions in the 
mutiny act are to take place for the Officers 
and private Militia-men, but not to extend to 
life or limb.—The propriety of diſciplining the 


1 
men for a continuance together, not exceeding 
the number of days alotted ; as likewiſe the 
neceſlity of a proper regulation for the men 
when they are together, is fo evidently uſeful, 
as not to need any further obſervations. 

Clauſe 100, Is to entitle the officers and 
men to quarters at the above times, application 
being made to the majeſtrates by the lord- 
lieutenant or commanding officer, — This clauſe 
is neceſſary, becauſe the mutiny act does not 
direct quarters ta be furniſhed for troops, but 
by an order from the ſecretary of war ; and 
as the Militia is diſtin and unconnected from 
his Majeſty's other forces, when unembodied, 
no authority but the Militia law, could entitle 
them to ſuch proviſion. 

Clauſe 103. Inflicts 20 J. penalty upon 
every Militia-Man who does not duly attend 
at the times and places of exerciſe, except 
labouring under any infirmity incapacitating 
him from ſo doing, upon nonpayment of the ſaid 
ſum, to be committed for ſix months, or 
untill he pays the penalty 

Clauſe 116. Regards the embodying the 
Militia, and that notice thereof is to be given 
to the conſtables for the Militia-men to attend, 
at the time and place mentioned in ſuch order ; 
and if any perſon harbours or conceals any 
Militia-man, not attending when ordered out 
into actual ſervice, and knowing him to be a 
Militia-man, he is to forfeit '5 l. 

Clauſe 123. Makes proviſion for carriages 
when the Militia requires the ſame, being 
call'd out to annual exerciſe. 

Clauſe 125, EnaQts more fully than the 
ELIOT former 


6.22) 
former laws did the Militia not going abroad, in 
the following words, v:2. that neither the Militia 
of this kingdom, nor any corps, detachment, 
or draught thereof, ſhall on any account be 
tranſported or -carried out of the iſland of 
Great Britain. 3 

The ſeveral unwarrantable ſuggeſtions, 
which had been from time to time induſtriouſ- 
ly propagated, that the Militia- men were to be 
draughted and ſent abroad, made it neceſſary 
to put it in as full and ſtrong words as poſſible, 
that not the leaſt miſconſtruction ſhould 
be made on that ſubject, tho they were equal- 
ly fafe in the wording of the former act. 

Clauſe 130. Is a general power for lord- 


lieutenant, deputy-lieutenant and Juſtices of 


the peace to examine upon oath, 

Clauſe 132. Not only ſpecifies that where 
a pariſh lies in more counties than one, the 
inhabitants are to ſerve in the Militia of that 


place where the church is ſituated ; but that 


the magiſtrates and other officers ſhall have 

jurifdition and authority over the ſame. 
Clauſe 133. Inhabitants of Craike, being 

a parcel of the county of Durham, but ſur- 


rounded by the north-riding of the county of 


York, are to ſerve with the ſaid riding, 

Clauſe 134. Inhabitants of that part of 
the pariſh of Maker, which lies in the county 
of Cornwall, to ſerve with Cornwall. 

Clauſe 144. Reſpects all the former acts, 
except where it is directed to be ſubject to the 


proviſions of them. 


Clauſe 145. Confirms what has been al- 


ready done, and that no proceedings are to be 


prevented 


\ 
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prevented that have commenced in purſuance 
thereof. | n 198 

Clauſe 146. That where the Militia has 
been raiſed, ſeveral precepts have heen iſſued 
for liſts, and many returned, and proceedings 
had thereupon; the deputy-licutepant. and 
juſtices are to continue to act and put in force 
the ſeveral Militia acts made in the 30, 31, 
32, and 33 of Geo. II. and the iſt of Geo. III. 
in all matters and things ſubſequent to the 
precepts ſo iſſued, and the liſts return d, or to 
be return d: The juſtices are to levy the fines, 
penalties and forfeitures already incur d, or 
which may be incur'd by thoſe laws, in the 
ſame manner as are by them directed. 

Clauſe 148. The continuance of this act 
to be for ſeven years, and to the end of the 
then next ſeſſions of parliament. 

Before I conclude it is proper to obſerve, 
that the due performance of this law depends 
upon an exact conformity to the rules and 
regulations therein laid down; and tho' ſome 
deviations muſt neceſſarily have been made in 
the execution of the old acts, from the want 
of clearneſs and preciſion, occaſioned by the 
obſtructions which were thrown in the way at 
the paſling, yet it is to be hoped that this will 
ſtand in need of nothing more in the, exe- 
cution than what the words thereof will war- 


rant. But one part is eſpecially to be taken 


care of, tho' not minutely mentioned, which 


1s the giving notice to pariſh officers whenever 


vacancies happen, in order that they may have 
a proper time for providing and producing 
volunteers; for which purpoſe, and that an 

uniform 
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uniform method may be purſued in ſome arti- 
cles directed by the bill, I have taken the 
liberty of drawing up Notices, Certificates, &c. 
which Mr. Towers: in Piccadilly has printed 
at a my reaſonable rate, for Clerks of Nlect- 
ings and others to purchaſe. 


1 


London, 
May, I 762, 
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